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To the Congress of the United States:

Your memorialist respectfully represents:

Whereas, criminal defendants are afforded numerous federal rights and
procedural protections; and

Whereas, victims of crime are not afforded any federal rights or
protections; and

Whereas, the people of this state believe in the individual rights and
liberties of all persons and have amended the Constitution of Arizona to
provide crime victims with rights and yet it is clear that without federal
constitutional rights, crime victims' rights are less meaningful and
enforceable.

Wherefore your memorialist, the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House of

Representatives concurring, prays:

1. That the Congress of the United States propose to the people an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States that provides rights to
crime victims and that embodies the following principles:

(a) The right to be informed of and not excluded from any public
proceedings relating to the crime.

(b) The right to be heard regarding any release from custody.

(c) The right to consideration for the safety of the victim, the
victim's interest in avoiding unreasonable delay and the victim's interest
in restitution,.

(d) The right to be heard regarding any negotiated plea or sentence.

(e) The right to receive notice of release or escape.

2. That any amendment to the Constitution of the United States to
establish rights for crime victims grant standing to victims of crime to
assert all rights established by the Constitution.

3. That any amendment to the Constitution of the United States to
establish rights for crime victims should clearly state that the powers of
the states to provide victims’ rights in criminal proceedings, including the
right to define and enforce such rights, shall not be restricted or
diminished by the Congress or the federal courts of the United States.

4. That the Secretary of State of the State of Arizona transmit copies
of this Memorial to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker

of the United States House of Representatives and each Member of Congress
from the State of Arizona.
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